The usefulness of this Association is beyond question. It has a great deal to do and it does it well, but if it is to extend its clientele a large addition to its income is essential. Last year it received in subscriptions and donations the sum of ?569, being about ?30 more than the previous year. The council had to consider applications made to it by 214 discharged patients, which was 19 in excess of the numbers for the year before.
There are a great many patients discharged as recovered from our county asylums every year, and it often happens that these poor people are quite friendless. There is no one to lend a helping hand. In other cases the friends are willing but unable. The result is that some of these patients who might have remained well for years, or for life, relapse and have to be again certified insane for return to the asylum. It is these cases which the Association helps ; and its duties are of a very complex nature. It is not the mere voting of funds with which it concerns itself. It certainly has to find the money, but it has also to investigate the conditions of the patients; it has to find suitable cottages in which to board the cases, and above all it has to be assured that the cottagers are suitable for the care of those entrusted to them. For other cases suitable employment has to be secured, for it is not an idle life that will prevent relapse, but the union of constant occupation with cheerful surroundings and unselfish care. The Council does not shirk its work, and we hear that, wherever possible, those who are willing to employ discharged patients are previously interviewed, and that as many as twenty visits have been made in connection with a single case.
Attention is drawn to the fact that it has been found necessary to increase the payments made to cottagers for maintenance, and hence that unless increased subscriptions or donations are forthcoming, the usefulness of the Association will be crippled. 
